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AMEND Senate Bill No. 912* House Bill No. 1329

by deleting all language after the enacting clause and by substituting instead the following:

Section 1. The department of children’s services, the department of mental
health and mental retardation, and the department of finance and administration are
hereby directed to jointly conduct a study relative to establishing a statewide toll-free
telephone number for the purpose of receiving reports of known or suspected abuse,
neglect, or exploitation of children or adults.

Section 2. The departments shall notify each member of the general assembly of
any meeting to be held concerning such study. A notice of each such meeting shall be
posted in legislative plaza in Nashville at least one (1) week prior to the date of such
meeting.

Section 3. The report compiled by the respective departments relative to such
study shall outline a plan of procedure for the establishment, implementation and
maintenance of the statewide toll-free telephone line. The report shall also estimate the
initial and recurring costs of implementing and operating the statewide toll-free
telephone line, including, but not limited to, equipment and personnel costs. The report
shall also estimate the savings the statewide toll-free telephone line will generate for the
state, both in fiscal and human terms, and including, but not limited to, the savings to the
state that will be realized by earlier intervention in some cases of abuse, neglect and

exploitation of children and adults.
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Section 4. The report relative to such study shall be filed with the governor and
the speakers of the senate and the house of representatives and made available to the
public no later than December 1, 1997.

Section 5. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law, the public welfare

requiring it.
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